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panoplied warrior of Truth and Non-violence is ever and
incessantly active."
How then can one be effectively non-violent? By
simply refusing to take up arms? Einstein had made the
call to the people not to take part in war. Was that enough ? •
—Questions which were raised again and again at various
meetings and answered in a language inspired by the
audience and the occasion.
x\bout Einstein's call he said with a humour which
no one could have mistaken: "My answer can be only
one that, if Europe can take up the method enthusiastically,
nothing could be better. Indeed, if I may say so about a
great man, I would say that Einstein has stolen the method
from me. But, if you want me to elaborate the thing, I
would say that merely to refuse military service is not
enough. To refuse to render military service when the
particular time arrives is to do the thing after all the time
for combating the evil is practically gone. Military service
Is only a symptom of the disease which is deeper. I suggest
to you that those who are not on the register of military
service are equally participating in the crime if they support
the State otherwise. He or she who supports a State organized
in the military way—whether directly or indirectly—parti-
cipates in the sin. Each man old or young takes part in
the sin by contributing to the maintenance of the State
by paying the taxes. That is why I said to myself during
the war that, so long as I ate wheat supported by the army
whilst I was doing everything short of being a soldier, it
was best for me to enlist in the army and be shot; other-
wise I should retire to mountains and eat food grown by
nature. Therefore all those who want to stop military
service can do so by withdrawing all co-operation. Refusal
of military service is much more superficial than non-co-
operation with the whole system which supports the State.
But then one's opposition becomes so swift and so effective
that you run the risk of not only being marched to jail,
but of being thrown into the streets.'3
Then may not one accept the non-military services of
the State? The statement of the position had moved Pierre
Ceresole jieeply, and he asked this question in a way which

